
The Athenaeum 1864-1877 

Advertisements, Previews and Reviews 

The Athenaeum was constructed in 1840 by 

James Marshall EMERSON and James Crider. It 

was located on the second floor of a building 

constructed in 1833 by John G. SHIELDS and J. 

Hannibal EMERSON who used the lower story 

as a store. The theater had a single balcony 

and only two box seats located so close to the 

stage that it was impossible to see well from 

either. The seating arrangement was unique. 

The rows of seats followed around the parquet 

rail so that a person sitting on the extreme ends of the rows faced a side wall instead of the 

stage. In 1846 the building was renovated, enlarged, and called the CITY HOTEL by Richard 

Plumbe. In 1856 the proprietor was C. C. Hewitt.  

In 1859, the City Hotel was redecorated and renamed the Peosta House. The name was changed 

twice within the next three years - Peosta Hall and Our New Hall. William G. STEWART 

purchased the building and began converting the Hall into Dubuque's fifth major theater in 

1863.  

In 1864 the Athenaeum Theater was reopened. The following pages document all the advertised 

performances at the Athenaeum from 1864 through June 30, 1877. By then the theater had 

become dilapidated and the owner of the building not seeing profit in the undertaking, refused 

to repair it, or change it into a decent hall. It was sold in October 1877 to Eighmey & Waller and, 

after considerable expense, it became the Duncan-Waller Opera House as described in another 

document.  

Researching the performance history of the facility was complicated by the spelling used in 

advertising the building. At times it was Athenaeum. Other times it was the Atheneum and on at 

least one occasion, The Athenoum.  

I have also included occasional advertisements for other public attractions, including circus and 

concert attractions.  

  


















































































